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Research and tribal communities



 “Helicopter” research

 Research driven by questions from the 

outside

 Inflexible approach based on western 

scientific ways of knowing

 Little benefit to the community

Criticisms of Research in Tribal Communities
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 Models for partnerships between communities and 

researchers
 Community-Based Participatory Research

 Tribal Participatory Research

 Research driven by community questions

 Provides information that is directly useful to 

community

 Western scientific ways of knowing working 

together with cultural ways of knowing contribute 

to shared success

Research in Partnership with Tribal 

Communities
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How to make the partnership work



 Be informed about tribal culture, norms, and practices

 Be informed about tribal protocols for research & follow them

 Work with community partners to identify questions that need to 

be answered

 Provide consultation on how research can answer these 

questions:

 Consider what is feasible

 Propose a research design

 Propose research measures

 Work with community partners to review evaluation plan and 

change it based on what will work for the community

 Provide summaries of research progress and findings in 

straightforward language

 Seek ongoing input and feedback throughout the research  

process,  making changes as needed to ensure success

What researchers can do to support the partnership



 Help researchers understand cultural customs and practices

 Ensure that community stakeholders are represented in 

discussions

 Work with researchers to identify questions that need to be 

answered

 Consult with researchers on the research plan 

 Identify potential barriers to successful implementation

 Provide input on procedures and measures, insuring a 

good fit with the community culture and language

 Assist researchers through the tribal approval process

 Help interpret findings in cultural context

What communities can do to support the partnership



QUESTION: 

How can the home visitation program 

work best in your community?

Ongoing 

dialogue

Mutual 

respect Complementary expertise

Shared 

goals
BUILD A 

TEAM

1.Identify what you want to learn from the research.

2.Design the evaluation (make a plan to answer your questions)

3.Carry out the evaluation (gather information about the home visitation program)

4.Analyze the data (look at all the information you collected to see what it can tell you)

5.Use findings to improve your home visitation program – make 

adjustments and adaptations based on reliable information.

EVALUATE YOUR PROGRAM



Take opportunities to talk with researchers here at this 

conference -

 For advice on how to identify potential research partners

 For advice on how to work best with your research 

partners to make an optimal evaluation plan

 To share your thoughts on the challenges to tribal-

university partnerships  and how to overcome them
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